
CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 

ORDINANCE NO. 597 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION 3. 08. 020 A (FORM AND 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PETITION TO INITIATE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 
DISTRICT), AMENDING SUBSECTION 3.08.020 B (CITY MANAGER ACTION), 
AMENDING SUBSECTION 3. 08. 030 B (CITY MANAGER ACTION), AMENDING 
SECTION 3. 08. 060 (AMOUNT ASSESSED) , REPEALING SECTION 3. 08. 080 
(ASSESSMENT AMOUNT DETERMINATION), AND ADOPTING SECTION 3.08.081 
(ASSESSMENT AMOUNT DETERMINATION), OF CHAPTER 3.08 (SPECIAL 

ASSESSMENTS), OF THE PALMER MUNICIPAL CODE. 

THE CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA, ORDAINS: 

Section l.Classification. This ordinance shall be of a 
permanent nature and shall become a part of the City of Palmer 
Code of Ordinances. 

Section 2.Severability. If any provisions of this 
ordinance, or any application thereof to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and 
the application to other persons or circumstances shall not be 
affected thereby. 

Section 3.Subsection 3.08.020 A (under the Petition
Initiated District) is hereby amended to read as follows: 

A. Form and Requirements. The petition shall be in a form prescribed by the 
city manager and shall include a description of the improvement sought by the petition. 
The original or copies of the petition shall be signed by all the owners of [properties 
vlhich will bear at least fifty perceHt of the estimated cost of the improvemeHt sought by 
tho potitioa] a majority of the parcels in the district; provided, however, pursuant to 

PMC Section 3.08.081 the method to determine the amount of the assessments need 
not be by the per-parcel method. The petition, when signed, shall be filed with the city 
clerk. No property owner may withdraw his signature of approval for [tm:ee] six months 
after the petition has been filed with the city clerk unless authorized by council. 

Section 4.Subsection 3.08.020 Bis hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

B. City Manager Action. Upon receipt by the city manager of the petition 
from the city clerk, the city manager shall make a survey and report to the council 
concerning the need for and the estimated cost of the district. The report shall contain a 
plan defining the district, outlining the properties to be assessed and showing the 
desirable extent of the proposed improvement. In addition, the report shall include the 
number of parcels in the district and the following information for each parcel: 
front feet, square feet, square feet per 30-foot zone, and assessed value using the 
then most-current Matanuska-Susitna Borough assessed values (to include "work in 
progress" values) of land and improvements. The district may be defined: 
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1. By a boundary description; or 
2. By a designation of the properties to be assessed within the district by lot, block, and 

subdivision or; 
3. If unsubdivided, by other appropriate designation, which designation may generally 

refer to streets, alleys, intersections and all other public properties and rights-of-way to be 
included within the district as "and included public streets, rights-of-way and properties." 

The survey and report of the city manager may be made either before or at the time of a 
public hearing on the necessity for the proposed improvement. 

Section 5.Subsection 3.08.030 Bis hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

B. City Manager Action. Upon receipt by the city manager of the petition from the city 
clerk, the city manager shall make a survey and report to the council concerning the need for 
and the estimated cost of the district. The report shall contain a plan defining the district, 
outlining the properties to be assessed and showing the desirable extent of the proposed 
improvement. In addition, the report shall include the number of parcels in the district 
and the following information for each parcel: front feet, square feet, square feet per 
30-foot zone, and assessed value using the then most-current Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough assessed values (to include "work in progress" values) of land and 
improvements. The district may be defined: 

1. By a boundary description; or 
2. By a designation of the properties to be assessed within the district by lot, block, and 

subdivision or; 
3. If unsubdivided, by other appropriate designation, which designation may generally 

refer to streets, alleys, intersections and all other public properties and rights-of-way to be 
included within the district as "and included public streets, rights-of-way and properties." 

The survey and report of the city manager may be made either before or at the time of a 
public hearing on the necessity for the proposed improvement. 

Section 6.Section 3.08.060 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

The council may assess !!P....!2 one hundred percent of any or all costs of a public 
improvement against each parcel of property benefited by the improvement. Unless a 
specific method of computation of the benefit to the property is expressly provided for 
ascertaining the amount to be assessed against the property benefited by a designated 
improvement, the council shall assess each parcel of property in a special assessment district 
in proportion to, and not to exceed, the value of the benefits received from the improvement. 

Section ?.Section 3.08.080 is hereby repealed. 

[A. Definitions. As 1:1seEl in this seetion, "street to ae impro11eEl" inel1:1Eles any street, roaEl, 
parkvi'ay, aUeJ', e1:1ra anEl g1:1tter, er siEleJNalk between interseetions within the speeial 
assessment Elistriet. An "interseetion" is that portion of property eneloseEl ay the interseetion 
of the street margin lines ofinterseeting streets. A "Elri11eway" is that portion of a street, aHey 
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properties speeifieally benefited from the atility extension. This rate per foot 1;i,rill then be 
ased to determine the assessment of eaeh property by maltiplyi.ng the rate per foot by the 
applieaele front footage of eaeh property.] 
[C. Assessment Method for Street lmproYements.] 

[ 1. Calealation of Eaeh Pareel's Assessment. For streets, a rate per foot will be 
determined by taking the as bailt eost of the street as determined by the eity eoaneil and 
diYiding it by the total adjasted front footage of all the adjaeent properties on both sides 
of the street improved by the eonstrlietion. This rate per foot 1,vill then be ased to 
determine the assessment to eaeh property by maltiplying the rate per foot by the front 
footage of eaeh property.] 

[2. Adjasted Front Footage. 1,l/hen the a.meant of an assessment is determined by 
frontage, an eqaiYalent front footage shall be determined aeeording to the following rules 
when an irregalar lot reqaires saeh an adjastment to maintain fairness in the assessment:] 

[ a. Front footage shall be measl-:lfed at bailding setbaek on eal de saes and sharply 
eurved streets and irregalarly shaped lots.] 

[b. Where frontage eltf¥es so greatly as to giYe a general appearanee of a earner lot, 
the lot shall be eonsidered a earner lot and eqaiYalent front footage as well as side 
footage 1Hhere reqaired, shall be determined on the basis of an irregalarly shaped lot.] 

[ e. Comer lot footage shall be adjasted vi<here saeh lot is bol-:lnded by tvw streets 
1.vhieh are being irnproYed as follov;s: the front footage basis shall be the full frontage on 
the longest side and one half the frontage on the shortest side.] 

[3. 8ide Streets. 1,l/hen a eross street abats the side lot line of the earner lots of the 
proposed improvement distriet and is no more than two lots deep, the eross street shall be 
reeonstrlieted to the depth of the earner lot or eenterline of alley. The eost for this eross 
street impro11ernent shall be spread eqaally throaghoat the irnproYement distriet based on 
adjasted front foot.] 

[ 4. ',llhen a eross street is oYer two lots deep and has lots whieh are both parallel and 
perpendiealar or perpendiealar only to the street, a separate irnproYement distriet for the 
street in its entirety shall be reqaired.] 

[5. \llhen a street impro1,1ement distriet is for a eolleetor street as designated by the 
eity, the eolleetor street improvement distriet will be estaelished withom regard to lot 
eonfigaration. .Abatting eross streets shall be eonstrlieted to fifty pereent of its length or 
one handred thirty feet, whiehe•.'er is less and the eost spread eqaally throaghout the 
distriet based on front foot.] 

Section 8.Section 3.08.081 is hereby adopted, as follows: 

3.08.081 Assessment amount determination. 
A. The council shall determine the method of assessment allocation for each 
special assessment district. Any determination made by the council with respect to 
the method of allocating costs is final. 

B. The following methods of allocation of assessed costs among benefited 
properties are permitted: 
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1. allocation of costs based on of the then most-current Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough assessed values (to include "work in progress" values} of land and 
improvements; 

2. allocation of costs on a front-foot basis, including adjusted and unadjusted front
foot; 

3. allocation of costs on a square-foot basis; 

4. allocation of costs on a per-lot basis so that each lot is assessed the same amount; 

5. allocation of costs on a zone square-foot basis; 

6. allocation of costs on any other reasonable basis or combination of bases 
(including without limitation 1 through 5 above} which results in an assessment 
proportionate to the benefit received, to include, without limitation, allocation that 
takes into account different zoning districts and future use to which property is 
reasonably adaptable within a reasonably foreseeable time. 

Section 9.Publication and Effective Date. This ordinance 
shall become effective immediately upon its adoption. 
Publication shall be by making copies available to the public, 
and further it shall be published by being printed and included 
in the Palmer Municipal Code at its next regular supplementation 
and printing. Publication may also be made by posting a copy 
hereof on the City Hall bulletin board for a period of ten (10) 
days following its adoption. A notice of public hearing shall be 
given by such posting at least five (5) days before final 
passage. 

First Reading: 

Public Hearing & 
Second Reading: 

November 13, 2002 

November 26, 2002 

Adopted by the City Council of the City of Palmer, Alaska, 
this 26 th day of November, 2002. 

~ 
THOMAS HFAL~ty Clerk 

, , I 

JIM f ;~PE;~, k~y~ 
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