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CITY OF' PALMER, ALASKA 

ORDINANCE NO,, 34 

ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO¾ 26 AND AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO. 22; ORDINANCE NO. 22 BEING AN ORDINANCE GOVERNING ELEC.l.a 
TIONS AND ELECTED OFFICERS DESIGNATING THEIR TERMS OF OFFICE 
AND PROVIDING WOT ICES. OF ELECTION AND VACANCIES, ETC., COUN
CIL RULES OF PROCEDuRE, .. ETC •.. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PAIMER, ALA.SKA, 
THAT: ORDINANCE NO. 26 BE HEREBY REPEALED AND ORDINANCE NO,i, 22 
SHALL BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 

I 

Time of General Election,. Annua::J.ly, on the first Tuesday of October 
of each year> a general election shall be held in the City of Palmer for 
the election of vacant municipal offices and for the aetermination of 
such other matters as may be regularly placed on the ballot. 

Notice of General Election,, The City Cierk shall ca.use to be published 
in a newspaper of general circulation for four consecutive weeks preceding 
the annual general election a notice of election, . The first publication 
shall cornme~ce thirty (JO) days prior to the date on which the general elec
tion will be held,. 

Special Elections. Special elections may be ordered by the City 
Council upon appropriation resolution of that body made in accordance 

· with: law. 

Notice of Soe9ial El~ction. The City Clerk shall cause to be pub
lished in a ~ewspaper of general circulation in the City, a notice of 
election for each week until the election following the first publica
tion thereof, which shall be not less than twenty (20) days prior to 
the date of election except where otherwise required by_Te~~it?rial or 
Federal law .• 

Election Notices,. Notices of election prescribed by the provisi?ns 
of this chapter shall state: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(d) 

(e) 
(f) 
(g) 

The date of election; 
The time of opening and closing the polling places; 
The location of precinct polling places and a description 
of the voting precincts by boundary; 
The qualifications of voters and the manner, time, method 
and place of registration; 
The manner of nominating candidates; 
The type of election, i.e., general or special. 
The offices to be filled or propositions submittecl. to the electors,, 

Hours of Voting. The polls in each voting precinct shall re open 
from eight o'clock A~M~ until seven o'clock P,M, on all election days,. 

f.oo 
Appointment of Judges and Clerks of Election,. · The Council at their 

.last regular meeting before any general municipal election shall appoint 
three judges for·the City of Palmer precinct or precincts who shall be 
qualified electors of the City, and who shall constitute an Election Board 
for the electioq in the precinct in which they are appointed to act •. At 
such meeting the Council shall· also appoint two qualified electors to -act 
as Clerks of such election at the City of Palmer precinct or precincts •. 
The officers of the election so appointed shall be residents in the precinct 
in which they are to serve. If any ,judge or clerk so appointed shall fail 
or refuse to serve or attend at the time and place appointed , the election 
officers present, with approval of the City Clerk, shall choose a qualified 
elector to serve in the absentee's place. 

Polling Places and Precincts of the City. The voting for municipal 
officers shall occur at the City of Palmer voting precinct at such place 
as sha;n be· designated by the City Council, and shall be included in t)1e 
election notice., 
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ORDINANCE NO. 34 ( Cont 1d) 

Oath .of Election Officials. The eleqtion,officers so chosen shall 
appear before the City Clerk-Registrar and each shall take or ·subscribe 
to ~he following oath: .111 . · ·•· . . .. , .. · . , do solemnly swear ( or 
~ff:i,rm) th,at _I will honestly and faithfully perform the duties of judge (or 
cle:tj<:) of election according to law; that I will assiduo~sly endeavor to 
prevent fraud, deceit, . or .abuse in condu9tj_ng t_he electi oh, to the best of 
my abi)-ity, _SO HELP ME GOD. 11 

Closing of Polls. Thirty (30 Y minutes before the cl.qsing of the polls 
on the day of election one of the judges shall proclaim the time remaining 
before the polls·shallclose, and when the polls are closed, the· fact m~st 
~e announced aloud, and after such proclamation no ballots shall be received 
except those of qualified electors present at the polls at the time for closing 
and waj_ting to vote. Before receiving_ any ballots, the Election Board Must 
in the presence 6f any persons assembled at the polling· place, open and exhibit 
to those present and close the ballot boxes, and thereafter they must not be 
removed from the polling· place or presence of the.bystanders until all ballots 
are counted, nor mus_t they be opened again until the polls are finally closed., 

Printing of Ballots~ At all municipal elections to be hereafter held, 
·the printing and distributing of. ballots and instructions to v~ters shall be 
paid for by the City. 

Form of BaJ_lot. The names of all candidates to be voted for sha;n be 
:printed on·one ballot, including both candidates for Mayer and Council, and 
sµch other officials cis shall be elected according to law~ Preceding the 
list of candidates for each office there sh~l be placed the.·words: "Vote 
for not mor:e than six!' or, "Vote for not· more than one, 11 or such other .number 
as are_ to. be elected to the office .in question, as the case·;ma;r be~. . 

On the back or quts=t,de of;the·ballot:, so as :to be clearly visible wh,en 
folded, shall be, printed th,e :words: .. !'OFFICIAL BtJ:-LOT, 11 date of the election, 
and a fac~imi:J,..e. sir-;nature of· the, Clerk who has caused· them to be ·printed. The 
bnllots ,shall be of plain white :paper, througl). which printing or writing can
ciot be read •... The ,names- of candidates ,shall be printen in capital letters, 
not less, than one ... eigth -.of an inch, or more than one-four th of an inch in 
height, and at the beginning of each line in which the name of a -candidate is 
printed, a square shaD. ·be printed, the sidee of which shall not be less than 
one-fourth o:f. an ir.ch in length,. · Ballots shall ·te numbered ·consecutive_ly._· · 
Candidates I namos. shall be• ar;rarigej alphabeticaily· a.rid. their positio~s changed 
in the manner required by Territorial law for Territorial General Elections,. 
(38-5-6, ACLA '49) 

t . ' 
.Printing and· Deli very of Ballots·, Receipts The ref or. ·For all elections ' 

to which this chapter applies the Cit·y Clerk shall have charge of the printing 
, .of the ballots and shall deliver. 't'l-iem to the 'Election Board preceding· the 

-· opening of the ,polls on election -day. Ballots shall be ·printe:i and in the 
possession of- the officer chare;ed with distribution of same at least one day be~ 
fore election and ,subject to the inspectioff of candidates ar.d their agents; if 
any mistake,s be dis cove.red the same· shall be rectified .without<· delay. Such 
ballots shall lJe r,laced in separate sealed packages with marks on the· outside, 
clearly designating the number of ballots enclosed by their printed numbers, 
and a re,ceipt therefor ta.ken .from, the Election Board to which they are delivered, 
which receipt shall be preserved in the Records. of the"City ~ • 

• I ... 

Instructions'" for Voters. a:!'ld Election Officials. The City Clerk shall 
publish full instructions· f.or the guidance· of voters as to how to obtain' the 
ballots, __ as to the manner of . mar.king ,them and :the .method 0:f obtaining inf or
mation ," and as to pro.curing· new ballots· in place of any destroyed or spoiled, 
an.Q. he shall C:':i.use.· such ~nstructiont, to be pri.nted :in large.: clear t.:,,'J'le on cardsJ. 
and the clerk shall furnish to the Jµdges of election a sufficient n:.uuoer of 
such cards of instruction to enable the Election Board to comply with· the 
provisions of tl1is Cnapter.. · ./ ., 

• .-;:--~ -· •1--

. -
Specimen ballots. The-. City Clerk ·shall. also have printed a number of 

,colored specimen btllots which shall· be _deliver,ed .to. the Election Board in 
·order .to enable judges to comply with the provisions .of.,this Chapter,r · 

. · Voting Booth
0

s .• · .. It shal1
1 

•be, the duty o.f .. ti~e City ·Clerk to. ca~~e- to be 
erected in. the poll~ng, pJ,aces designated, by the· C.ouncil, · a ,sufficient number· 
of booths, which shall be_supplied w,ith such .sup:_:->lies 'and,:conveni'ences, · 

. . ' 
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70 ORDINANCE NO. 34 (Cont'd) 

including shelves, pens, pen-holders, blotters .anq. penci_ls is w!ill enable 
the voter to mark his ballot for voting and in which the voter may prepare 
his ballo.t screened from 01:lservation. The b?,llot boxes shall be within plain 
view of the election,officers and voters and persons within the polling place, 
outside of. the booths; each of said booths shall have three· sides enclosed. 
The expense of pro vi_ding booths, and other things required to be furnished by 
this Chapter shall be paid in the same manner as other election expenses. 

Voting Procedure. Any person desiring to vote shall• givE! his. name to 
the Election Board and sign such book or document as ,

1
trhe judges shall main

tain for the listing of all persons who vote. The .Jw:a.ges shall give the voter 
one and only one, ballot. 

Upon receipt of the ballot the voter shall forthwith retire alone 
to the voting booth provided, and shall prepare his or her ballot, by marking 
in the appropriate margin or place opposite the name of the candidate of 
his. or her choice; providing, howev~r, that. such voter shall not vote for 
more· than the pror:er number of candidates for each office to be· elected · 
thereto. Before leaving the voting booth the voter shall fold his ballot 
in such a manner as to show and dis play the number thereon. He shall then 
hand

1 
the s<;1.me to one of the judges of election who shall examine _it, and if 

found to be correctly numbered-shall deposit- it in the ballot box, after 
tearing off the printed number thereon. 

He shall mark his ballot without undue delay. No person shall take ·any 
ballots from the polling places before the closing of the polls. Any vpter 
who shal+ through accident or mistake mutilate or· spoil the ballot given . 
him, shail upon returning same to the judges receive another in place thereof. 
Any voter who shall swear·upon oath, to be administered by one of the judges 
of Election, that •he cannot read the English language, •and that by reason of 
a physical dis ability he is unabl.e to mark his· ·ballot, shall upon request be 
assisted in marking same by two of the election judges, to be agreed upon 
be~ween the judges themse],.ves; such judges nor eitoer of them shall not divulge 
any information derived from so doing. The Election Board shall cause to be -
entered upon the voter's registration card after the name ·of a voter receiving 
assistance, a memorandum of such fact. Intoxication shall not be regarded as 
a physica,1- disability, and-no intoxicated person shall receive assistance in 
marking his ballot. 

~efective or.Challenged Ballots. If the v0ter shall mark more names 
than there are.persons tote elected to any office, or if for any reason it 
is tmpossible to tell the voter's choice for any office to be filled, the_ 
ballot shall not be counted, for such office. No ballot without :the official 
number thereon shall be permitted to be deposited in the ballot box, and none 
but ballots complying ~ith the provisions of this chapter shall be.counted. 
Ballots not•. counted shall be marked "Def ecti ve'1 on the back thereof, arid to 
which objectj_on has been made shall be marked. '-'Objected to 11 on the· back thereof, 
and signed by the judges, stating why the baliot was not counted; and all 

.defective ballots shall be enclosed in an envelope and so•marked as to 
distinguish the contents. All ballots not voted, and all _ballots spoiled by 
voters shall be ,returned by the judges of election to the City Clerk,· and 
re,ceipt_ tak_en therefor and same· shall be kept for six m·onths; such Clerk shall 
keep, a record of the number of ballots delivered at the various polling 

. places, the· names of persons to whom delivered, the time when delivered, 
and he shall also enter upon such :record the number and character of the 
ballots returned, with t~e time when, and by whom return~do 

Rules for Rejecting Ambiguous Ballot. No ballot shall be-rejected for 
the -reason that purpose of same is obscure, either as to the person voted· for 
or ;the desigi:iation of office if the judge can determine from an inspection 
pf the ballot as to the person intended to be voted for, and the office desig-· 
nated~ 

Counting ballots, As soon as the polls are fina~ly closed the judges 
shall open the boxes containing the ballots cast, and when the same have been 
counted and result ascertained the same shall be checked with the registration 
index, and all ballots replaced to be counted again as hereinafter provided for, 
In no case .shall a ballot box be removed from the' room in which any election 
shall be held, until all the ballots have been finally counted. The counting of 
ballots shall in all cas~s be public.. The ball,ots, after hav.;_ing been counted 
and.checked as herein provided, shall be taken out carefully, one by one by 
the judges of election, who shall open them, and read aloud the name of each 
person voted for, provided that no more ballots be drawn from the box than shall 
tally exactly with.the registration index. 

I 
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ORDINANCE NO. 34 (Cont'd) 

Tally. The judges shall write down each office to be filled and 
the name of each person to be vot~d fo~ such office, and they shail 
keep the number of votes by tallies as they are read aloud. The count
ing of votes shall be'contin~ed without interruption oraijournment 
until all are counted3 

Stringing and Preservation of Ballots~ It shall be t~e duty of one 
of the judges to string the,ballots at the time of the counting, and after 
all the ballots have been counted and stru..~g; it shall be the duty of the 
judges to place them· in a sealed envelope, and to write thereon: 

"Ballots of Municipal Election of the City of Palmer, held this 
___ day of October, 19 ___ , 11 

I -

arid to deliver said sealed envelope to the City Clerk, who shall keep the 
same unopened for. one year, to be used only as evidence in case of con
test when called for; and at the ·end of which tine it shall be the duty 
of the Council of the City of Palmer to burn said ballots in the presence 
of two city officials as witnesses thereto, and make and keep a memorandum 
in writing of ~hese facts •. 

, Certificate of Election Board,· Preservation of Election Materials.~ 
As soon as all the votes are read off and counted, a certificate shall be 
drawn upon each of the papers containing the poll 'lists and tallies, or 
attached.thereto stating the number of votes each person voted for has· 
received, and designating .the office for which he was voted., Said cert
ificate shall be signed by the Election Board, and the same, with the 
registration cards, tallies or ta],.ly papers, ~aths of judges and oaths 
of voters and other papers, shall be sealed·in an envelope by the judges 
and endorsed "Election Returns", and be delivered to the City Clerk~) 

It shall be the duty of the City Clerk or his duly authorized repre
sentative to pick up a:il election materials, e.,.g., ballots, tallies, 
certificates, etc., from the election boards immediately following the 
conclusion of their duties,. 

II 
I • • •• 

CANDIDATES: NOMil!ATIONS: QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE 

Qualifications for Municipal Office,. No person shall hold any 
elective offi~e, or be eligible to seek election thereto, unless he be 
a qualified elector of the City,. • 

Petition Required,, Nominations for elective officers shall be by 
petition only. 

Form of Petition, Sponsors, Time of Filing., · Any qualified elect;or 
of the. City niay be nominated fcir elective -Office by petition of any 
twerity-fi ve ( 25) such electors, who shall. be designated as his ;:=;pons ors, 
No elector. shall sign more than one s\1ch 'petition (except as to· c~uncil
men in which case as many petitions may be signed as there are vacancies 

,~'\:-..for the position of counc'ilmeri), and should an elector do so, his signa
ture _shall be void :except as to the petition first filed,. With each 
signature. shall be stated the place of :residence of the signer, g';i ving the 
street and number or lot and city block or other description sufficient to 
identify it. Nominating petitions shall be signed and filed with the City 
Clerk not earlier than twenty (20) days nor later than ten (10) days 
before the election, oth.erwise they shall be unacceptable, and shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

NOMINATING PETITION 

"We,. the undersigned twenty-fi_ve electors of the City of Palmer, 
Alaska, hereby nominate and sponsor •••••• ~, ••••••••••••••••••••• ,, 

. . . . (full name of nominee-)- -
whose reS.ideI1.C8 is rt ~, ·., ~. ·• · •••••• -•••••••••• : ........................... . ' ' , . . ,, . - . ' .. " . (street and iot' or block) 

for the office of~i.•••·•·•·•·•••••··••••·••••••• .. •• .. •· .... •••• .. , ................. ·.~. 
(name of office) 

.to be voted for .at the election to be held on .the •• u .day of October, 

71: 
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19 •• ; and we individually certify that our names presently ·appear on 
the rolls of registered voters, that we are qualified to vote for a 
candidate for an elect1ve municipal office, and that we have not 
signed any other nominating petition for the particular office this 
candidate seeks, except in case of councilmen, where we understand we 
can sign as many petitions as there are vacancies for the position of 
councilmen .. 

NAME STREET AND NO£ OR 
LOT AND BLOCK 

ADDRESS FROM WHICH LAST 
. REGISTERED, IF DIFFERENT 

DATE OF 
SIGNING 

(Spaces for a minimum of 25 signatures) 

Acceptance of Nomination 

· I hereby accept the · nomination for · ___________ and ·agree 
to serve if elected~ 

signature of candidate 

Date and hour of filing: ______________________ _ 

This petition is filed by __________________ whose 

address is • ---------------- Received by: 

City Clerk 

Person Filing Petition Must be Known~ The City Clerk shall take and 
preserve the-name and address of the person by whom each nominating petition 
is filed. 

Time for With drawing Candidacy. Any candidate may withdraw his nomination 
not later than the last day for filing nom1nating petitions by_filing a written 
notice of withdrawal with the City Clerk" 

"--
Checking Sufficiency of Petition: New Petition~ Within ~hree (3) days 

after the filing of a nomin::ting petition the City Clerk shall notify the 
candidate and the person wh·o filed the petition whether or\ not it is found to 
be stgned by the required number of qualified electors. If insufficient, the 
City Clerk shall ret.urn it immediately to the person who filed it with a state-

. men:t certifying wherein the petition is found insufficient.. Within the regular 
time· for filing petitions a new petition may be filed for the same candidate. 
The petition of each candidate nominated to: elective office shall be preserved 
by the City Clerk until the expiration of the term of office for which he was 
nominated., 

III 

CANVASS AND CONI'EST OF RETUP.NS 

Time of Canvass. On the first Wednesday after each election the Council 
shall me~t and canvass all election returns. The canvass may be postponed 
for cause from qa,7 to day but not exceeding three postponements. 

·Contests.·· Any· person·who·believes that prohibited practises occured at 
an election shall appear before the Council at the meeting held on the first 
Wednesday following· the· election- and· deliver· a written notice of contest signed 
under oath, wherein shall be stated the grounds of contest and citation of all 
alleged·prohibited·p:t"dctices.· · ·· ·· ·· · · 

Notice of Election Contest 

· The undersigllled believes that the following prohibited practices 

1~ 
-~1.. .. -
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occurred at the election held on 
1he undersigned states that the following persons violated 

. in the manner following·: 

SIGNATURE of person contesting 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this ·· day of , 19_ ---- -----
Notary public in and for Alaska 

Investigation of Protest, Upon re~eiving such notice of pro
test, the Council shall order an investigation made by the City 
Attorney, and City Clerk~ The contestant, the person or persons 
whose election is contested, and the public shall be allowed to 
attend all investigation proceedings which shall be co~ducted pub
licly •. 

Recount.· If the contestant demand only a recount of the bal
lots cast at said election, the investigation to be conducted in 
accordance with the foregoing paragraph, shall be limited in its 
scope to a recount of the ballots by the Election Board which alle
gedly made the error •. The c9,ntestant shall pay all costs and expen-
ses incurr'ed in any recount.,. '·· · 

Prohibited Practices Alleged& If the contestant shall allege 
-prohibited practices, the Council shall direct the City Clerk to 
open the boxes containing the. duplicate registrat~on cards for the 
purpose of discovering the alleged prohibited practices~ 

r;. If the· charges' alleged by the contestant shall be sustained, 
the alleged votes shall be purged from the election returns and a 
recount made without counting _such illegal votes., The results of 
such recount shall be reported forthwith to the Council.p 

Canvass of General a.rid Special Elections~ !!'he canvass of all:, 
elec~ returns shall be made in public by opening the returns · 
and~ig7:.he number of votes cast for ·each candidate and for 
and against each proposition voted upon at such election.,, If no 
contest. be initiated under the provisions of this Article or if such 
cont'est be held ·and determined, the resu-lt of the election shall 'be 
publicly declared by the council and ent·ered··upon the ·records of the 
minutes of such meeting.,, 

: ~ l - • ' • 

The record thereof. shall show:. 

(a) 
(b) .. 

(c) 
(d) 

The number of votes cast in such election; 
The names of the per.13ons-voted for and the propositions 
voted upon at such election; 
The offices voted for; _and 
The number of votes cast for each candidate and for and 
against each proposition voted at such election,~ 

Certificate of Election,,. The City Council shall authorize the 
City Clerk to make out and deliver to every person elected, a certi
ficate of election signed by the Clerk and Mayor and authenticated 
by the corporate seal of the City of Palmer., 

• 
Oath of Elected Officers,,;- Ali officers elected before entering 

upon the duties of office shall take and subscribe the following oath 
and affirmation., 

"I-~=~~~~~=--~-,,-.-~--,--,-,--- do solemnly swear 
... , (or· affirm) '!;hat I wi_ll- support ·the constitution of the 
· United States, and the laws and the ordinanGes of the 

City of Palmer, Territory of Alaska, and that I will faith
fully and honestly perform the duties of·the ·office of 

So HELP ME GbD. 11 ------------------
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IV 

PROHIBITED ELECTION PRACTICES 

Territorial and Federal Law Incorporated.~ The provisions of Title 
38, Chapter 1, Sections 1 to 9 inclusive, Compiled Laws of Alaska 1949 
are hereby incorporated into this Article as if expressly set out here
in, and any violations of said incorporated law are hereby made __ unlaw
ful acts within the scope of this Code; the listing of prohibited prac
tices hereafter in this Article shall be deemed supplementary to the 
territorial -law- -herein-· incorporated and the actions hereafter made 
unlawful shall be deemed unlawful even though not specifically.mentioned 
in said territorial law~ 

The following acts shall be ,considered unlawful and prohibited 
practises: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

( ·) e. 

' 

Falsely subscribing any af~idavid required to be made under 
the provisions of this chapter .• 

Electioneering on election day within the polling place or 
within one hundred feet of the same~ 

' Interfering with, interrupting, hindering or ppposine any 
voter while approaching the polling place for the purpose of 
voting<& 

. 
Making false statements as to inability to mark ballot$ 

. 
Interference or attempted in~erference with any voter when 
marking his ballot. 

(f) _ Endeavoring to show a voter·how any:other voter marked his 
· ballot~ 

(g) Wilfully destar-ying, spoiling or tearing-down, prior to 
election, any list posted in accordance with the provisions 
of this ,chapter~ 

(h) - Du.ring election, wilfully tearing down the cards of instrue
tion or sp~cimen ballots posted for voters' instruction. 

(i) During election, wilfully destroying any election supplies or 
.conven ience·s-. 

(j) 

(k) 

' (1) 

. . . 
Wilful hinderance or obstruction or interference with the 
voting of others~ 

The taking from polling places of official ballots or the 
substituting for them, or any of them, of any spurious ballot 
or ballots. 

Making, using, circulating, or causing to be made,·used or 
circulated for any official ballot any paper printed in 
imitation or resemblance thereof unless clearly marked 
"Specimen Ballot for Political Purposes. 11 

(m) Wilful destruction, defacement or spoilation of any ballot. 

(n) - Wilful interference with or delay of the delivery of ·any 
ballot., 

(o) Wilful neglect of any public or election officer upon whom 
a duty is imposed by this cpapter to perform such duty. 

V 

QUALIFICA'fIONS, NUMBER, TERMS OF' COUNCIL
MEN, COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE, ETC. 

The qualifications of councilmen for the City of Palmer, Alaska 

' 
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.,... . ·. 
! , ... ~ . ' ' 

shall be that they be q~alified electors of the- City a;· described. 
in tho ordinances of the City of Palmer an4, in 16~1~31,ACµ_ 19490 

The number of councilmen shall be six@ 

T~ei~ tern1" of o.ffice shall be for three years beginning with 
the first Mon~ay aftet ~he firs~ annual generai.~unicip~l election 
held on the first Tuesday_ of Ociob~r .an~ co~tin~ing until their· -
term has ex:pired and their successors ar~ elected an~ qu¥i~ied<!I 
At the election of the 7th of October, 1952 two councilmen will be 
el~cted for a three-year term ~nding on the.Mond~y follo~ing the 
first Tuesday in October, 1955, and two councilmen will be elected 
for a two-year term ending on the-Monday fQllowing,the first Tuesday 
in October, 1954, and ~w:o_cpuncilm~!l will be elected for a one-year 
term ending on the Monday following the first Tuesday in October, 
1953~ At the October general municipal election of !953? and annual~ 
ly thereafter:, two councilmen will be elected for three--year terms~ 

Vacancies: Resignations: Jiling,of Vacan~ies~ If a council 
member shall depart from the ctty with the :i,nt~nt of remaining absent 
rr.ore than ninety days,· or shall have failed to attend the meetings of 
the council.for a peri·d.of ninety consecutive days; .or if he shall 
have attended less.than five of the meetings of the council during 
any continuous period of five months, the council may declare the 
office o,f such member vacant"' , 

·A vacancy may alqo b:e creat~d by the resignation of any councU 
rr..ember. +n wr~ting dl½Y accepted .by the council, or ,by the .death of 
a member, or .his removal from offtce qy the sourt as.in the ordinances 
of the Gity of Palmer provided, or .if.he shall fail after his election 
to qualify :wi.thin thi:r:,ty dayl? after su_ch election,,,., · 

. . ' ~ .. t ., 

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the council the remaining members 
may elect some qualified person to fill such vacancy, which person 
so. elected .shall hold office until, .a su9c_essor .be. elected .at the 
nex:t_ annual: election. and .qualified,,r . . 

- ..;. t . 

. . ; 
Council Rules of Procedure - Absence,,, No member .shall absent 

himself from any meeting of th~ Council except for .. good and. suffic ... 
ient reason., , I 

'-- ___ Actions., The Counc.il shall ~ct oply by •. ordinance, resolution> 
order or resolve"'· . Ail. o~dinances >' re.13olutions, orders and motions 
shall be confined to one subject.. LaVfs of a general., uniform and 
permanent nature shall. be. redu,ced ,to ordin_ance; laws. of a more 
temporary or· special character~ _sha_ll be reduced to resolution~ 
When the council expresses anything by way of command~ the form of 
expression s:hall be .aorderedn;.when it,-exp~esses.opinions:, principles, 
facts or propositions,. the form shall be, '!Resolved," ·· ·· - - • 

.· Ch~irm~ :or ~ia.yor; Powers and, Duties,,,• The,_Chairman or· Mayor·~ 
. shali ,preside at all meetings of tne. Council.. He .shall preserve 

: order §J-nd cte·coruin among th~ Council. membe:r.s, and is responsible for 
conduct of all meetings in• compliance with these rules~ H~ may at 
any time ma,k~. such ru~es :as he, deems ·proper· to preserve order among 
the ~spectators i~. the. city c.ouncil: chamber _:q.uring. sessions of the, 
Council. He rriay ·speak to points. of order in preference to ~other. 
members,. and shall decide all points, of order, subject to appeal to 
the_ CqµncJ+ "by .motion duly .seconded as he.rein- prov:ided. H;e may·,_·
participa~e in the de.bate· on any matter~ He may at any time call 
any member tq the chair duri~g a~y meeting; such substitution to dis
continu~ wheµ _tpe_ ,Ch~_il_'man .elects .to resume the ·chairijl,and in no 
ev~nt ~Y,9rid .~qJouf.nment, 0£.,the ,meeting :at: -which- such substitution· 
is ma:de.,: .. __ .. ' , :' .. . .. 

I•) , , 

Clfairman Pro Tempore or Acting Mayor~ In the temporary absence 
or d_i_sabil;i.ty of the. Mayor Chairman,:-.any .member of ,the City Council 
may_ c_~ll ~_he Council. to order at any' duly called meeting· to .elect 
a chairman pro tempore or acting Mayor from among its number and the 
acting May~r. sh,all e~er.ci.se :all the .p9wers, ,of- Chairman, during .. such_ 
tempor'ary §1.bsence:or· disabiiit,y.·or. .the Chairman and also .-vote;: 

7·5 
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City Clerk. The City Clerk shall give notice of City Council meet
ings, shall attend all meetings of the Council- and keep· the journal of 
its proceedings, shall authenticate by his signature and record in full 
in a book or file kept for that purpose all ordinances and resolutions 
duly indexed and open to public inspection and shall perform such 0th.er 
duties as shall be requf~djby the Code or as otherwise ordered_by the 
Council. In case of the temporary absence of the ·City Clerk, tne City 
Council may appoint a- clerk pro tempore, with all the· powers, ·-duties and 
obligations ·of the .City'-Clerk:, ·who shall be duly qualified,, 

Meetings; Agenda:.. The··agenda for· each meeting:·of the City Council 
shall be prepared by the City Clerk after consultation with the ~ha:ir
man of the, Council or Mayor,. Such-agenda shall be distributed by the 
City Clerk to each member of the Council at least 24 hours prior to the 
meeting, artd ·no-further items shall be added to the agenda except by 
unanimous consent,, · · · ·0 

Meetings; Annual,, The City Council shall meet at the usual place...._ 
for holding meetings·:.at· ·ten· o'clock· a.m. ori the 'first· Monday -in ·October 
following the regular general'. city election, and at-said meeting the 
councilmen-elect shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties 
by the City Clerk, At such meeting, or as soon thpreaft'er as practicable, 
the Council shall organize for the ensuing year: ar:id undert~ke its duties. 

. . ' ~ \. . ... 

.... A Meetings: Regular.. The date and time of the regular meetings of 
~• the City Council shall be on Tuesday of each week at the hour of 7:30 :f!!.f P.M., unless said Tuesday s·hall·fall on·a Holiday, in whicfr-'event·sai~ 

meeting shall be waived and the business which was scheduled, or required 
c}

~_),' 
<Y to be schedu·led ~for· .said meeting~ shall '·be 'scheduled 'for. the following 

Tuesday meeting of the City Council,· ·The place of· such meetings shall be 
designated from time ~o time by the City Council. All meetings of the 
City Council shall beopen to the public, and may be continued to another 
~c~i~~ ., : 

Meetings: Special,,, Special meetings of the City Coo/lcil may be 
called by the Mayor and in case of h-is · absence; ··disability or refusal may 
be called by a majority of the City Council. Notice of sucg meeting 
shall be given each member-of the City Council at least 24 hours before 
the -time of holding such special meeting. The place· of all· special 
meetings shall be at the regular meeting place.,. 

Meetings: Special Emergency., The City _Council may meet upon shorter 
notice than 24 hours at any- place, by,. unanimous consent of all of its 
members present, recorded in the r·ecord of such meeting, pro·vid.ed the 
Council unanimously finds and so votes at s 1Jch meeting that there is an 
emergency justifying such meeting and the public interest so requires • 

. ' 

¥eetings, Executive Sessions. The Council may a tany t:ime go into a 
closed or executive session from which the general public may be excluded 
by a vote of five members taken at -a public meeting, at which session r 
only those subjeets shall be c0nsidered as are me11tioneq. in. the motion for 
the executive sessio:i;l,-for-example., -to consider the city engineer's estimate 
as to the cost of a capital project, or the City Clerk's estimate.as to the 
availability of funds therefor, prior to the call for bids; or tc>' consider 
a problem involving personalities in a department, and:no ordinance, r~sol
ution, order or resolve shall be passed or voted upon or claim allowed'at 
sucg session~ · 

I 

I 

Meetings 2 Qt!orum, Requisite Number of Votes, At all .meetings of the 
Council, five members or four members and the Mayor; shall. constitute a 1.· · quorum for the transaction •of. business, but no ordinance, resolution;· resolve., 
or order shall be .passed at any meeting unless it receives at least four 
affirmative votes. In case of the absence of the Mayor, if a regular 
quorum of five be present, they shall elect one of their members· to preside, 
as hereinbefore provided, as acting mayor or chairman pro tempore~ 

Motions: . Amend, A motion to a.--nend an amendment shall be· in ·order; but 
a motion to amend an amendment to an amendment· shall not be entertainedi 

Motions: Appeal.,, No appeal from any decision of the presi<;ling officer· 
shall be entertained unless it is seconded, and no other business ·shall be 
in order until the question on appeal has. been decided. The question on the 
appeal is not debatable and shall be put as follows: "Shall the d~cision of · 
the chair stand as the judgment of the Council?" and it shall be a,emed to be 

' 
. 

. -
i·. 
'. 
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decided in the affirmative unless a majority of the votes given are to 
the contrary.,, 

Motions: Division of Question~ Any member may require the division 
of a question; when the sense of it will admit~ 

Motions; Order of. When a question is under debate, the_presiding 
.officer shall receive any of the following motions but. no other: 

(1) To adjourn 

(2) To r~cess 

(3) To raise a question of privlege., 
-
(4) To call for the orders. of the day, or the regular order 

(5) To lay on the table~ 

(6) For the previous question 

(7) To limit or extend limits of debate~ 

(8) To postpone to a certain time" 

(9) To refer .. 

(10) To amendt 

(11) To postpone ind~fini tely., 

When one of the above motions has been made, none of the others inferior 
.;to it in the order in which they stand above shall be made., and in proceeding 

, to vote, motions p~nding shall be put in the order of their rank as above 
arranged,. The first seven are not subject to debate,, A motion to postpone 
at a certain time, refer, -·amend, or to postpone indefinitely may be amended; 
the previous question may be demanded before an amendment, which motion shall 
be decided without debate~ A motion to adjourn shall always be in order pro
vided that business of a nature to be recorded in the journal has been tran
sacted since any previous motion._ to adjourrfihas been defeated, No motion or 
proposition of a subject different to that under consideration shall be ad
mitted under color an amendment~ When a matter has been especiallu assigned 
to be _taken up at a fixed time, or at a certain stage of proceedings, such 
matters shall, at the appointed time or at any time subsequent thereto, be in 
order upon the call of any member, and take precedence over all other 
pusiness. · 

Motions; Parliamentary Inquiry. Any member may make a parliamentary 
inquiry of· the Chairman at, any time during the meeting. 

Motions: Point of Order • Any member may.make a point of order 
without a sec·ond at any time~ -The presiding' officer may speak to points 
of order in preference to other members, and shall decide all such ques~ 
tions, subject to appeal to the Council by motion duly seconded; and no 
other business shall be in order until the question-on the appeal has been 
decided. 

Motions; Pre;v,ious Question. When ~he previous question is moved by 
any me¢ber, all debate on the main question shalll.:B suspended immediately and 
the ·presiding officer shall put the question in the following form: "The 
previous question is moved on (specifying the motion on which the previous 
question is demanded); as many as are in favor of ordering the previous 
question will so indicate~!' If four members arise, the affirmative has it, 
the previous question is ordered, .and the Chairman will proceed immediately 
to put to a vote the question__iE~yhich the previous question was ordered, 
If less than four members so indicate, the negative has it, the motion is 
lost, and the question reverts to the immediately pending question which 
is again. ·open to debate and amendment as if the previous question had not 
been demanded.f 
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Motions: Procedure.· The presiding officer shall put all'questions in the order 
in which they are moved-:..unless a subsequent motion shall be previciusrn·its-nature-
except that in naming sums and fixing times, the largest sum and the longest time · 
shall tie put first. · ·, ; ·.r. • - · 

Motions: Reeonsideration. When a vote has been passed, any member who voted 
on the prevailing •.side may move- a reconsideration thereof' at th~ =same meeting immedi
ately after the announcement of such vote,· or· at the next .'succeeding mee_ting when-
ever motions are in order, provided that the subject matter has no't passed out of 1· 
the control of the Council. A motion to reconsider requires four votes; if such 
motion thus prevails, the subject shall be open to debate and· amendment ·in the sarre . : 

manner as the original question. Debate on motions to reconsider shall be 
limi teci to 25 minutes, and no member- ·shal'l spe·ak · inore 'than fi've: minutes. No motion 
shall be reconsidered more than once. 

Motions:· Reduced to Writing. Any motion must be reduced to writing if the 
presiding officer so requires or any member so demands,' and·no·other motion shall 
be entertained until reasonable time (not over ten minutes) is afforded for com
pliance with this rule. 

Motions: ··Rescind. Any pre,vi"ous· vo'te may be res'c:iind.ed by :vote of four members 
of the Council at any time, provided the subject matter has not passed out of the 
control of the Council. 

Motions: Second. No motion need be seconded except those which· under these 
rules are specifically required. 

Motions: Withdrawal. After a motion is stated or read by the presiding 
officer, it shall be deemed to be in the possessfoh of the Council' and shall be 
disposed of by v.ote, but.the mover may withdraw fut at any time before decision or amendment' by unanimous consent. " . :• . I'. . .,. . 

l' • C 

Order of Business. At every regular meeting' of the City Oo.uncil the order 
of business shall be as f-0·11ows: · · · :•~' · ... . . . ' ... !, 

(1) . Roll call by the City Clerk.· 

(2) Reading by"the City Clerk ·of 'the records, no·t pre'vious'ly read and 
approved, of all· preced'ing meetings/ · 

: .. 
(3) Reading of cornmuni·catiohs by City Clerk· •. 

(4) Reports of City·· Clerk.· 

(.5) ·Unfinished business. 

' .. , .. 

(6) New business (ordinances, re~olutions, orders or ~esolve's.) 

L. , ., 

; 

The atiove order of busines·s shall not be depa~ted. from e~cept,. by vote of• a 
majority of the members present. · -

Or:dinances and Resolutions: First Reading. Every ordinance shall be in
troduced in writing, and after·passage on first reading a brief' summary shall be 
published.by posting·a c9py••thereof 611-the City Hall Bulletin Board, toge_the,r·with 
a notice of the time and.place when and where it will be given a public~hearing 
and be considered for final passage. The first s~ch publication shall be at least 
five days ·prior to 'the time advertised. · · : 

·:. ,·: . 

Ordinances and Resolutions: Public Hearing. At the time an'.:l place. so 
advertised by posting, or at any time and place to which such hearirig shall from 
time to time be adjourned, all person,s interested shall be giv~n an .oppo~tunity to 
be q,_eard. · · · · · · 

I I\ 

Qrdinances and Resolution: F'inal passage. After ·such hearing the Council 
may finally pass such ordinance with or without a:men.dment •. The second passage, of 
any ordinance shall· be final and· no· ·further ·passage ·shali be required. ·· · 

I 

I. 
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. . Ordinances and ?esolutions: Posting after passage. After final passage every 
ordinance shall be posted in full on the City Hall Bulletin Board. Every 
ordinance, unless it shall specify a later date, shall become effective following 
final passage, or, if the ordinance be submitted at a referendum election when 
territorial law so requires, then upon a favorable vote of the requisite number 
of,_ those voting thereon. 

Rules: Amendment of. A proposed amendment to or repeal of any rule shall be 
submitted in writing, be laid on the table at the meeting to which it is summitted, 
and shall become the first item of unfinished business at the next regular meeting~ 

Rules: Others. In all matters of parliamentary procedure not covered in these 
rules, Robert's Rules of Order shall be applicable and govern. 

Rules: Suspension of. The City Council rules and order of business shall be 
obsei,ved•in all cases, unless suspended temporarily for a special purpose of an 
emergency nature by a vote of five members present. Amy member may move at any 
time for the suspension of any rule, and such motion must be seconded to entitleit 
to consideration. 

Cw'J Rules: Violation of~ If any member, in speaking or otherwis·e, transgresses 
C'-J the rules of.the Council, the presiding officer shall, or any member can, eall 
~~ him to order; in which case the member so called to order shall immediately cease 
~ discus.sion unless permitted by the presiding officer to explain; and the council 

if appealed to, shalld:!cide the question without debate; If the decision be in 
favor of the member so ,called. to order, he shall be at liberty to proceed; if other
wise, he shall not prooeed without leave of the Council to proceed in order. 

Speaking; Recognition~ A member aLout to speak shall respectfully address the 
chair, and shall not· commence to speak until recognized by the presidlbng officer,, 
When two or more members request to speak at the same time, the presiding officer 
shall .. d~terrnine which one is recognized .. 

:1 ~eaking; Germaneness. Every member while speaking shall confine himself to 
the subject under debate, shall refrain from personalities, and shall not refer 
to any other member of the Council except in a respectful:- mamner • . . I 

~J)eaking: Interruption. Unless a member who has the floor yields for that 
purpose, no member shall interrupt another while speaking, except to propound a 
parliamentary inquiry or make a point'of order. 

Speaking:: Limitation. No member shall speak more than twice or for more 
than 10 minutes continuously to any one question, except that one or more additional 
periods of 10 minutes may be granted by unanimous consent. The reading of papers 
desired by any member shall be read by himself or by the City Clerk within the 
member's time limitation uib.less permission for the Clerk to read such paper out
side the time limitation is unanimously granted. 

Vote: Declaration of.· The presiding officer shall declare all votes; but 
if any member doubts a vote, the presiding officer without further debate upon 
the question shall request the members voting in the affirmative and negative 

,,, respectively to so indicate, and he shall declare the result. 
' , . 

Vlbte: Howi,ta:kem;. In all meeting; of the City Council the vote shall be taken 
by yeas and nays o"ii"'"the pa:ssage of all ordinances, resolutions, and authorizations 
for the payment of money, and on the passage of any order or resolve when called 

I 
- for by any member of the Council, and such yea and nay votes of each member shall 

be permanently entered on the record of the proceedings of the Council by the 
City Clerk. Other votes may be by show of hands. 

Voting: Dis92!alification. No member shall vote on any question in which he 
is pecuniarily interested, directly or indirectly, and in which his vote may be 
decisive. 

Voti11f,J Re9.aj.red. Every member who shall be present when a question is put-
where he is riot disqualified by personal in:terest--shall vote, unless the Council 
for special reason excused him. Applications to be so excused must be made before 
the vote, and shall be decided without debate. 

Voting Without Objection. Anything to the, contrary in these rules not
withstanding, in all cases where an extraordinary majority is not required, and 
when rio motion is before the Council, the Chairman may, in lieu of calling for or 
awaiting a motion to be made, put the question in the following form: "Without 

.objection, it will be so ordered. 11 If no objection is heard, he shall announce: 
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"It is so ordered," which will have the 
had been made and voted upon favorably. 
expressed when the question is put, the 
this rule, but instead shall call for a 
in the regular manner. 

same effect as if a motion to that effect 
If a single objection is seasonably 

Chairman_shall not proceed further under 
motion, which motion shall be handled 

Vl 

ELECTION, TERM OF O_FFICE, POWERS, ETC. OF MAYOR 

Election: Term of Office. The Mayo~ shall be elected by direct vote of 
the qualified electors biennially in odd numbered years at the general municipal 
election held on the first Tuesday of October of said years for a term of two 
years, holding office until his term has expired and his successor is elected 
and qualified. His term shall be deemed to run from the first Monday after his 
election. 

Powers and Duties. The Mayor shall preside at all meeti0gs of the council; 
approve or disapprove of all ordiances or resolutions passed by the council; 
sign all warrants drawn on the city treasury; direct and supervise the business 
of the city to see that all ordinances and resolves are ·executed. He shall have 
no vote except in case of a tie. The Mayor shall have power to appoint a city 
treasurer and a municipal attorney, but all appotntments shall be subject to con
firmation by the.council, such appointed offecers shall hold office at the pleasure 
of the council, but not beyond the term. of the mayor b;r whom they were appointee.. 

_He shall s pervise police written examinations. He shall sign the special assess
. ment rolls; he shall sign such evidence of bonded indebtedness as required by law; 

he shall nominate the City Planning Commission, subject to council confirmation, 
and act as ex-officio chariman of the Zoning Commission with right to vote only 
in case of a tie; he shall ·be ex-officio chariman of the Board of Adjustment for 
the buialill.ing regulations of the City. 

Veto Power of Mayor. Any ordinance or resolution passed by the council by 
only four affirmative votes, may be vetoed by the mayor at the time of its passage. 
Upon vatoing any ordinace or resolution the Mayor shall submit to the council at 
its next regular meeting, a written statement giving his reasons for vetoing same. 
Any ordinance or resolution so vetoed, thereafter passed, or adopted by the affirm
ative vote of five members of the council at any regular meeting shall become 

~ective· without the signature of the mayor and notwithstanding such veto. 

Vacancy in Office. of Mayor. Whenever the office of Mayor shall for any 
reason become vacant, such vacancy may be filled by the Council. Whenever a 

. person elected for the office of Mayor fails to qualify as such within thirty 
days after his election, the office shc1~l be deemed to be vacant. 

!dditional Responsibilities., The Mayor shall perform such additional 
duties as the Council may requtte not inconsistent with law and as are prescribed 
elsewhere in this ordinance. 

· "· In General. The Mayor ·shall have the -power, subject to _council approval, 

1-
, .... 

I 

to create, change and abolish offices, departments or agencies, other than the 
offices, departments and agencies established by this section. The Mayor,.subject 
to council approval, may assign additional functions or duties to offices /'de
partments or agencies established by this ordinance and.may likewise transfer 
functions or duties from.one such office, department or agency to another. 'The 
works of departments may Be distributed among such divisions thereof as may be I 
established by the Mayor. . 

VII 

That an emergency is hereby declared to exist; that the usual rules of 
procedure be suspended, and that this Ordinance shall be read in full, and again 
by its title and placed upon its final pas'sage by the Council and approved by the 
Mayor and City Clerk. 

Passed and approved this 31 day of March, 

ATT~ST: /s/ L. K. Mooers 

1953. 

APPROVED: _____ Mt~/1....._-r?J.--C,---=-~/_V_··-~-..... ~~--


